SOUTHCOAST  C DIFF ALGORITHM
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Patient is suspect for 


C diff (has loose stool)





PLACE PATIENT ON C diff CONTACT PRECAUTIONS





SEND ONE LIQUID STOOL SPECIMEN FOR C DIFF 


SOAP & WATER hand hygiene per policy, followed by alcohol based hand rub


Clean patient care equipment  and environment WITH BLEACH per policy





Suspect C diff if no stool in the presence of ileus, elevated WBC and +/- 


exposure to antibiotics





Maintain C diff CONTACT PRECAUTIONS








Continue C diff CONTACT PRECAUTIONS.  





DO NOT RETEST.  DO NOT SEND MORE STOOLS FOR TESTING





WHEN DIARRHEA STOPS COMPLETELY, CALL IP TO CONSIDER D/C ISOLATION 





C diff test negative








C diff test positive





CALL INFECTION PREVENTION WITH ANY QUESTIONS:


TOH:    64-4607


CMH:   67-7624


SLH:     65-5497





NO ISOLATION OR PRECAUTIONS NECESSARY





Continue to monitor stools


Practice good hand hygiene per policy


Manage and clean patient care equipment and environment per policy








NO





YES





Patient has had > 3 diarrheal stools within 24 hours, not related to bowel preps or laxatives 
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